Sprin Journal of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences OPEN @ ACCESS
Abbreviated Key Title: Spr. J. Arts. Humanit. Soc. Sci. ISSN: 2583-2387 (Online)
Journal homepage: https://sprinpub.com/sjahss Vol.02(11), Nov 2023, pp, 31-45

Investigating the Phoneme Elision Process in Dari Persian Dialect
of Rustaq, Afghanistan

Fraidoon Fitrat'”, Abdul Mohit Tebyan?

LJunior lecturer, Department of Dari language and literature, Faculty of education, Takhar University,
Afghanistan
2Associate Professor, Department of Dari language and literature, Faculty of Language and Literature,
Takhar University, Afghanistan

DOI: 10.55559/sjahss.v2i11.181 Received: 25.08.2023 | Accepted: 24-10-2023 | Published: 02.11.2023

Electronic reference (Cite this article):
Fitrat, F., & Tebyan, A. M. (2023). Investigating the Phoneme Elision Process in Dari Persian Dialect of
Rustaq, Afghanistan. Sprin  Journal of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, 2(11), 31-45.
https://doi.org/10.55559/sjahss.v2i11.181

Copyright Notice:
© 2023 Author(s). This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 International License (CC-BY 4.0: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/), allowing
third parties to copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format and to remix, transform, and
build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially, provided the original work is properly cited
and states its license.

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate the phoneme elision process in the Dari
Persian dialect of the Rustaq district. Rustaq Persian dialect is one of the Dari Persian dialects
that has been prevalent in this country since the distant past years. Today, investigating the
phoneme elision process in various dialects has been the focus of many researchers; but no
research can investigate the elision process in Rustaq Persian dialect yet. This problem
encouraged the writer to investigate the phoneme elision process in the Rustaq Persian dialect
by using the synchronic approach. This research has been done by descriptive-analytical
method and the method of collecting data has been done by field research. In this research, we
have interviewed 54 residents of Rustaq district. We analyzed the data after transcribing and
categorizing. The findings of this research show that the people of Rustaq continuously omit
some phonemes in their informal speech. Among the consonants in the elision process, the
contribution of glottal-fricative consonant /h/ and glottal-plosive consonant /?/ are more than
other consonants. Among the vowels, short vowels are often exposed to the elision process.
Elision of consonants mostly occurs in the boundary of two morphemes and at the end of the
word, and elision of vowels mostly occurs in the middle of the word. The number of syllables
in the word is reduced in the elision of vowels.

Keywords: Elision process, Dari Persian language, Rustaq dialect, phoneme

Introduction

Rustaq is the most populated district of Takhar province. The center of this district is
about 100 km from Talogan city, the capital of Takhar province. This city is located in a low-
water valley in the north of sawed-off mountains. This city was considered one of the most
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important trade centers and was located on the main Indo-Bukhara Road at the end of the 19th
century. Even in the first 20 years of the 20th century, it had an opportunity for commercial
adjacency with Peshawar through Faizabad Chatral (Saidian, 2004, vol. 4, p. 4960).

The residents of Rustaq are mostly Tajiks and Uzbeks. Other ethnic groups live
scattered in this land, and their number is unremarkable. The people of Rustaq speak Dari
Persian and Uzbek languages, but the use of the Persian language is more common. In Rustaq,
it is difficult to find people who are not familiar with the Dari Persian language or who do not
benefit from Persian in official, administrative, and educational activities. Rustaq Persian
dialect is one of the pure Dari Persian dialects, which has been popular in this land since the
distant past years. This dialect has preserved many characteristics of the Dari Persian dialect
of the Takharestan region. The Rustaq people have played their part in maintaining the
cultural values and linguistic authenticity of the civilization of their ancestors; so that many
linguistic forms of the past periods of the Dari Persian language are still preserved in the
Rustaq dialect.

One of the ways that helps the researchers to understand some linguistic features is to
deal with phonological processes. In contemporary times, phonological processes in various
dialects have attracted the attention of several linguists. Phoneme elision is one of these
processes that can be investigated in various dialects.

The phoneme elision process in the Rustaq Persian dialect is one of the most common
phonological processes. Rustag people constantly miss some consonants and vowels in their
informal speech, but research that can investigate the phoneme elision process scientifically
and linguistically has not been seen yet. Therefore, examining the phoneme elision process in
the Rustaq Persian dialect shows the necessity of doing it.

This research provides a lot of information about phoneme elision in the Rustaq
Persian dialect for the readers. On the one hand, the present research can help the researchers
in investigating the phoneme elision process in other dialects and comparing it with the
Rustaq Persian dialect, and on the other hand, it can play its role in expanding the field of
Dari Persian dialectology studies.

The main goal of this study is to investigate the phoneme elision process in Rustaq
Persian dialect. In this research, the researcher intends to answer the question, which types of
phonemes are facing to be deleted in Rustaq Persian dialect? In general, this research seeks to
show the elision of consonants, vowels, and semi-vowels in the Rustaq Persian dialect by
using the synchronic approach.

Literature Review

Valuable research has been done about the phoneme elision process in the Dari
Persian language. Many researchers have addressed this issue in discussions of grammar,
phonetics, and phonology, and many others have independently investigated the process of
voice elision in Dari Persian.

Mahootian wrote a book titled “Persian language grammar from a typology
perspective” (2011). This book contains three sections: grammar, syntax, and phonology. The
writer has described the colloquial language style of educated people in Tehran in the context
of studying synchronics. In the phonology section of this book, he examined the process of
phonemes elision in the Persian language and commented as follows: “The number of elision
processes in the Persian language is productive, that most of them are related for the
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simplification of consonant clusters. Consonants /h/ and /?/ are omitted more than other
consonants”.

In the book “Phonology: Phonetics”, Hag-shonas (2013) claimed that he made the
principles and basics of phonetics available to the Persian reader for the first time. In the
eighth chapter of this book, while explaining the phonetic processes, he considered it
necessary to distinguish between two types of elision processes in the language: one is
historical elision, based on a phonetic unit that is deleted from a certain phonetic chain by
following historical rules, and another is an elision of the structure which is depended to the
rules of the sound system of the language that governs the combination of sounds in the
speech chain.

Badakhshan and Zamani (2013) analyzed and described the elision process in an
article in the Kurdish language: Kalahri dialect. In this article, the writers have placed the
Kurdish language among those languages that can be seen in the elision process of V1 and V2
when the vowels converge at the point of contact of the suffix and the lexical root.

Kurd Zafaranlou Kambozia (2014) has endeavored to write a book under the title
“Phonology: the foundation approaches principles”. Moreover, he analyzed and examined the
new and popular theories in the field of phonology in this book, he explained and applied
these theories in the Persian language and Iranian dialects. In addition, the writer has added
the exercise book, which contains various examples of dialects and accents in Iran, to
complete the phonological information and print it in one volume. The eighth chapter of this
work has been dedicated to the processes of shortening, elision, and insertion. In the same
chapter, the elision process has been explained under the titles of vowel elision, consonant
elision, and elision in Iranian dialects. The writer believes that in the Persian language,
polysyllabic words with long lengths become shorter through the elision process of a vowel,
which is common in continuous speech. Consonants are continuously deleted like vowels in
speech, too.

Also, Zafaranlou Kambozia et al. (2019) examined different types of elision in the
framework of the Optimality theory in an article under the title of “Elision process in the
Persian language”, both from the point of view of the position and context that is deleted. The
results of this research show that consonants are deleted more than vowels. Among the
phonemes of the Persian language, plosive consonants and short vowels are more likely to be
deleted.

The conducted research shows that the phoneme elision process in the language is a
common thing, and all dialects face the phoneme elision process. Therefore, the present study
investigates the phoneme elision process in the Rustaq Persian dialect.

Phoneme Elision Process

Elision is a process in which phonemes are removed from specific phonetic textures.
This process occurs in many languages of the world (O’Gardy et al., 2018: 72). The process
of elision occurs mostly in speech and causes variation in the syllable structure and provides
an acceptable syllabic or lexical pattern in the phonology of a language (Kord-e zafaranlu
kamboziya and et al., 2019: 2). The process of elision in a language is divided into two types:
one is historical elision, based on a phonetic unit which is deleted from a certain phonetic
chain by following historical rules, and another is elision of the structure which is depended to
the rules of the sound system of the language that governs the combination of sounds in the
speech chain (Hag-shonas, 2013: 157). This process happens in everyone’s speech and it is
not appropriate to consider it as a disordered expression and pronounced out of laziness. If we
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always deny the regular pattern of elision in a language, the result will be a speech that looks
too artificial (Yule, 2012: 74). Elision is against insertion, and a phonetic unit may be deleted
from the beginning, middle, or end of the word (Kord-e zafaranlu kamboziya, 2014: 367).
Elision is normally a variable rule. In formal speech, speakers try to pronounce all the
phonemes in words; but in informal style, the phoneme elision process is common and can
probably be considered as a rule (Mahootian, 2011: 319). The elision process is allowed and
applicable as long as the meaning of the word and vocabulary is not lost and does not change
the meaning of the word (YYamin, 2015: 127).

Research Method

This research has been done by descriptive-analytical method and the method of
collecting data is field method. In this research, 54 natives of Rustaq were interviewed. People
in different categories participated in the interview such as urban and rural people, men and
women, educated and uneducated people from various occupations, with different age ranges
of 24 to 85. In this research, 184 examples of elision cases have been collected. The process
of interviewing with educated and illiterate people was different; illiterate people were forced
to speak without being aware of the researcher’s goals, and data was extracted from the
conversation with them; but before starting the interview with the educated people, a number
of them were graduated students of Dari Persian language and literature faculty, the research’s
goal was explained to them clearly. After collecting the data, it was transcribed and
categorized, then, it was analyzed with a synchronic approach.

Data analysis

In this section, we will examine the process of elision in phonetic units such as
consonants, vowels, consonant-vowel, and vowel-consonant elision sequences by using the
synchronic approach in Rustaq Persian dialect.

Elision of Vowel

Some Persian words are produced in two types of syllabic construction. In these
words, two short syllables (CVC) at the beginning of the word are usually changed to one
syllable (CVC) by elision of the second vowel. Persian speakers tend to use middle syllables.
In the Persian language, the presence of heavy syllables (cvcc) or the frequency of short
syllables (cv) has created a kind of irregularity in the words. Converting the syllable (cvcv) to
the syllable (cvc) through the elision process of the vowel tells the prevalence of these
syllables in the Persian language (Kord-e zafaranlu kamboziya, 2014: 268). In the Rustaq
Persian language dialect, there are examples that two short syllables at the beginning of the
word have become one syllable by elision of the second vowel.

Table 1. Elision of short vowel from the second syllable of the beginning of the word

Word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
i besonaw besnaw o

R begoréz borgéz 0

ST benawés benwés 0

oy besonas bosnas o

ERLCE nagozast nagzast 0

e begozar bozgar 0

Sl beandaz bondaz a

In the Rustag Persian dialect, it is sometimes seen that a long syllable and a short
syllable at the beginning of the word become one syllable. This happens when the inflectional
prefix /mé/ is added to the past tense and the present tense. In this case, the short vowel is
deleted from the first syllable of the verb.
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Table 2. Elision of short vowels from the first syllable of verb-root

Word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
il e mésonasam mésnasam 0

RN mésokanad méskana d&o
Calaie méandaxt méndaxt 0
Gl 5 )8 méforuxt méfroxt 0

ETE mégozast mégzast 0

In the Dari Persian language, the phoneme elision process occurs whenever a closed
word begins with a vowel which is joined to a noun or a preposition ending with a vowel, or
when an agreement ending termination ends with a stem ending with a vowel. In this case, the
vowel of the beginning clitic and the agreement ending termination is deleted (Mahootian,
2011: 327). In Rustaq Persian dialect, we did not find any evidence that a vowel is omitted
between the preposition and clitic, or the beginning vowel of an agreement ending termination
is lost from pronunciation after joining with the stem; except there are some cases where the
vowel of clitic has been omitted after joining to the end of the noun.

Table 3. Elision of vowel of cliticafter attachment to theclitic with vowel

Word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
aldla x&na-am x&nam a
Gl baca-at bacat a
Sl i bini-at bintt a
Jalay lana-as lana$ a
Ul dana-a$ danas a
s Sana-as danas a

In the Rustaq Persian dialect, elision of the long vowel from the second syllable of the
word is less common, and we have come across an example of it, in this research.

Table 4. Elision of the long vowel from the second syllable of the word

Word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
agla xalifa xalfa 7
Sometimes, in the Persian dialect of Rustaq, a short vowel falls from the last syllable of the
word.
Table 5. Elision of the short vowel from the last syllable of the word
Word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
il albata albat a

The samples show that in 10 cases the short vowel /a/, in 9 cases the short vowel /o/
and in one case the long vowel /i/ have been deleted. Usually, the vowels are deleted from the
first syllable of the verb stem after joining with the emphasis prefix /be-/, the negative prefix
/na-/ and the prefix /mé-/. Also, the vowel of the clitics lost its pronunciation after it was
joined with clitics.
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Graph 1. Elision of vowels by mentioning its type

Elision of semi-vowels

Semi-vowels are the phonemes that sometimes form the root of a syllable in the
phonetic system of the language and are used as vowels and sometimes do not form the root
of a syllable and do the role of a consonant (Dour-andish, 2018: 103). Semi-vowels appear at
the beginning and middle of syllables, and morphemes and words appear alone and as
consonants; except at the end of syllables and morphemes, they are part of compound vowels.
In the Dari Persian language, there are two semi-vowels, which are /w/ and /y/ (Yamin, 2015:
50). In the Rustaq Persian dialect, these two semi-vowels can be recognized and are lost in
normal speech.
Elision of the semi-vowel /y/

This semi-vowel is mostly deleted from the end of the word, less than the beginning of
the word and rarely from the middle of the word less than between two morphemes.

Table 6. Elision of semi-vowel (y) from the end of the word

Word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
S ruy ru y

s muy mu y

s> jay ja y

Table 7. Elision of semi-vowel (y) from the first part of the word

Word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
Cpanly yasamin asamin y

Ju yal al y

aily yaftam aftam y

< yax ax y

Table 8. Elision of semi-vowel (y) from the first part of the word

Word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
e paypos papos y
JSeul bayskol baskol y
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Elision of semi-vowel /w/
In the Persian dialect of Rustaq, found only two cases where the semi-vowel /w/ lost

its pronunciation.
Table 9. Elision of semi-vowel (w)

Word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
B beraw bora w
A naraw nara w

In the elision process of the phoneme in the Rustaq Persian dialect, the semi-vowel /y/
is mostly deleted rather than semi-vowel /w/. The semi-vowel /y/ is mostly removed from the
beginning and end of the words and less from the middle of words; but the elision of the semi-
vowel /w/ is observed at the end of words. In this research, we were faced with 9 cases with
the elision of the semi-vowel /y/ and in 2 cases with the elision of the semi-vowel /wl/.

abundance
O FRLr N W DS Ul oo NN 0O

semi-vowel

Graph 2. The semi-vowels elision

Elision of the consonant

Consonants are always faced with the elision process in spoken language, like vowels.
The elision process happens more in some consonants (Kord-e zafaranlu kamboziya, 2014:
270) and less in others. In the Rustaq Persian dialect, there are many examples indicating the
elision of some consonants from the beginning, middle, and end of the words.

Elision of glottal fricative consonant /h/

The consonant /h/ is deleted more than other consonants in the Rustaq dialect. This
consonant is deleted from monosyllabic and polysyllabic words. The consonant /h/ is
sometimes deleted from the beginning, middle, and end of a simple word, and sometimes it
falls out of pronunciation in the boundary of two morphemes in derived and compound words.

Table 10. Elision of the glottal consonant /h/ from the beginning of the word

word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
o ot hamza amza h

ed hamin ami n&h
Adsar hamisa amisa h

Aab hama ama h
Osdan homayan amaydn h

ol et hamrah amrah h

Olet homan amu h

B[EN hala ala h

alls halat alat h
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Table 11. Elision of the glottal consonant /h/ among the simple words

Word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
B Sahr sar h
e fahm fam h
Sle pahlQ palG h
BT gahr gar h

liga mahtab mataw h
g sahm sam h

@l g sorab surab h

O sle pahlawan palawan h

Olage mehman meman h
D behtar betar h
(A3 zehn zen h
43S kohna kona h
O borhan boran h
ol elham elam h

Table 12. Elision of the glottal consonant /h/ from the end of the simple words

word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
ol sepah sepa h
058 kuh ku h
ts pagah kaga h
Al §abéh Sabé h
03 dah de h
oS kah ka h
o5 S goruh goru h
RES gonah gona h
o5 negah nega h
&N basgah basga h
oSl danesgah danesga h
oSl arayesgah arayesga h

Table 13. Elision of the glottal consonant /h/ in boundary of two morphemes

Word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
L Sl daktarha daktara h
L jias doxtarha doxtara h
(IS gapha gapa h
e behtar betar h
p e man ham man am h
Lo ) rahnoma ranoma h
Alapa sobhéna sobana h
Jagis xushal %084l h

Elision of the plosive-glottal consonant /2/

Glottal consonant /?/is deleted from the beginning, middle, and end of the word in
Rustag Persian dialect. The elision of this consonant has a high frequency in the Rustaq
Persian dialect. Glottal consonant /?/ is deleted at the beginning of a word before a vowel, in
the middle of a word between two vowels, and at the end of a word sometimes from
consonant clusters and sometimes after long vowels.
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Table 14. Elision of the glottal consonant /?/ from the beginning of the word

word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
Jale 2amel amel ?
ale ?abed abed ?
ole 2alam alam ?
ec 20mar omar ?
2 ?abd abd ?
R Yaziz aziz ?
paalac 2azim azim ?

Table 15. Elision of the glottal consonant /?/ from the middle of the word

Word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
pyara ma?sum masum ?
pslxa m?alum malum ?
oy narra nara ?
G sae ma?8uq masuq ?
iy e ma?ruf maruf ?
22 ba?d bad ?
Glac! arsab asab ?
418 gal?a gala ?
4xd) daf?a dafa ?
Gluna ma?isat maysat ?
zl e me?rgj merj ?

Table 16. Elision of the glottal consonant /?/ from the end of the word

Word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
e jam? jam ?
ot sam? Sam ?
gl weda? weda ?
glow sama? sama ?
& bay? bay ?
& rafi? rafi ?
s tale? talé ?
g sib tolu? tolu ?
g SorQ? Sord ?

Elision of the plosive consonant /t/

In the Dari Persian language, consonant clusters ending with a dental plosive /t/ are
deleted in the boundary of two morphemes. If the second component of the cluster is /st/, /§t/,
and there is no vowel after it, the consonant /t/ is not pronounced (Mahootian, 2011: 326).

Such cases can be seen a lot in the Persian dialect of Rustagq.
Table 17. Elision of the consonant /t/

Word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
Jlectuna dast-mal dasmal t
Alaciia hast-sala hassala t
EPER gast-zani gaszani t
Gl e dust-dari dusdari t
D dast-rasi dasrasi t
) dast-¢in daséin t
S dast-kas daskas t
P dast-gir dasgir t
EEEIN Xast-gari Xas-gari t
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Sometimes, the consonant /t/ from the cluster /st/ or /St/ is deleted from the end of the

word without being in the boundary of two morphemes, in the Rustaq Persian dialect.
Table 18. Elision of the consonant /t/

Word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
Sl ast as t

Cu y3 dorost doros t

ol rast ras t

ERYS gust gus t

Cis gy pust pus t

s ¢ist ¢is t

Caagd nést nés t

In Rustaq Persian dialect, there are some cases where the consonant /t/ is deleted from
the clusters /ft/, /bt/ and /qt/.

Table 19. Elision of the consonant /t/

Word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
Adlocida haft-sala hafsala t
28 &b sabt kard sabkard t
aS i goft ki gofki t
A sz hig-waqt hiewagq t

Elision of the plosive consonant /d/
In the Persian language, when the consonant /d/ is placed at the end of the word and
preceded by the consonant /n/, the consonant /d/ is deleted from the word. This omission
mostly occurs in the third-person plural suffix (-and). In the Persian dialect of Rustaq, the

elision of the consonant /d/ from the suffix of the third person plural is very noticeable.
Table 20. Elision of the consonant /d/ from the suffix of third plural person

word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
P raftand raftan d

IS goftand goftan d

B A xurdand xurdan d

AR didand didan d

B 93 dawidand dawidan d

By boridand boridan d

i Sanidand Sanidan d

RIATEN xaridand xaridan d

AN xandidand xandidan d

Also, the consonant /d/ is sometimes deleted from the end of the word when it comes
after the vowel/a/ in this dialect. This type of elision often occurs in the suffix of the third

person singular of the present verb (-ad).
Table 21. Elision of the consonant /d/ from the suffix of third singular person — from present verb

word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
2k darad dara d
S e mé-konad mékona d
A9 e mé-rawad mérawa d
Uil e mé-basad mébasa d
Ay e mé-binad mébina d
A s mé-barad mé-bara d
353 e mefdawad mefdawa d
A e méxarad méxara d
RHKp médéanad médana d
3 g e mésawad mésawa d

40
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In Rustaq Persian dialect, there are some cases that the consonant /d/ is deleted after

the consonants /n/, /z/ and /d/ in the boundary of two morphemes.
Table 22. Elision of the consonant /d/

Word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
8 dia ¢and-nafar ¢annafar d
o3 3y panzda panza d
0a L& sanzda sanza d
Raily beland-gu balangu d
o8a dozd-gir dozgir d
AL tond-bad tonbad d
JURIRRY: gand-dani gandani d

Elision of the trill consonant /r/

In the Persian dialect of Rustaq, the consonant /r/ is sometimes deleted from the
middle and end of the word. The frequency of elision of the consonant /r/ at the end of the
word is more usual.

Table 23. Elision of the consonant /r/ in middle of the word

word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
RPN kard kad r
B bar-xiz boxi z&r

Table 24. Elision of the consonant /r/ from the end of the word and morpheme

word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
B besyar besya r
BEN begir begi r
ST bexor boxo r
B agar aga r
B digar diga r
B dar da r

Elision of the nasal consonant /n/
In the Persian dialect of Rustag, the consonant /n/ is deleted after the vowel at the end
of the words.
Table 25. Elision of the consonant /r/ at the end of word

word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
e hamin ami n
e man ma n
O bin bi n
oS kon ko n
B yak-tan yak-ta n
BT Xisan Xisa n
ks zanan zana n

Elision of the plosive consonants /k/ and /g/

In Rustaq Persian dialect, there are some cases that the consonants /k/ and /g/ are
deleted in the middle of the word.

Table 26. Elision of the consonants /k/ and /g/

word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
BEVES jangjal janjal g
S maktb matab k
S s tak-zang tazang k
(250 pb) 45858 kukéa kuca k
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Elision of the plosive consonant /j/
In the Rustaq dialect, this consonant is deleted from the /nj/ cluster in the boundary of

two morphemes if it is placed before the fricative consonants /$/ and /s/.

Table 27. Elision of the consonant /j/

word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
Al panjsanba pansanba j
BT panjsir pansér j
o gy panjsira panséra j
o )l panjsetara pansetara j

Elision of the bilabial consonant /b/
This consonant is sometimes deleted from the consonant cluster /mb/ and it is sometimes

deleted after the stretched phoneme /u/.
Table 28. Elision of the consonant /b/

word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
—a bamb bam b
ol jarub jaru b

Elision of the fricative consonant /z/
In Rustaq dialect, only three cases were found that the consonant /z/ was deleted after

the long vowels.

Table 29. Elision of the consonant /j/

word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
BTN iz ¢i z

BT barxéz boxé z
Jb baz ba z

The evidences show that in 43 cases the consonant /h/, in 27 cases the consonant /?/, in
26 cases the consonant /d/, in 21 cases the consonant /t/, in 8 cases the consonant /r/, in 7
cases the consonant /n/, in 4 cases the consonant /j/, in 3 cases the consonant /z/, in 3 cases the
consonant /k/, in 2 cases the consonant /b/ and in one case the consonant /g/ have been
deleted.

43
45

40
35
30
25

20
20
10 87
. |43321
II"'!
?d t r n j z k b

h

27 76

Abundance

g
Consonants

Graph 3. Elision of consonant types
Elision of the consonant and vowel sequences
In the Rustaq Persian dialect, we sometimes face with the elision of vowel-consonant
or consonant-vowel sequences, and such elision causes the reduction of some syllables in the
word. In this dialect, the elision of consonant-vowel sequence is more than the elision of
vowel-consonant sequence.
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Table 30.Elision of consonant — vowel sequences

word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
pI e mérawam méram wa
A8 dagiga daga qi
Y bobbin bin bo
o bobar bar bo
el sarat sat 2a
FXEN jayam jam ya
el méayam méam ya
sldaly padosah paca do

Table 31. Elision of vowel — consonant sequences

word Standard transcription Rustaq dialect Deleted phonemes
A dehan dan eh

AR e médeham métom eh

alie a8 gayemmagam gaymagam em

In the Rustaq Persian dialect, consonant-vowel sequence elision is more than vowel-
consonant sequence elision. It is known from the samples that in 8 cases we have witnessed
the consonant-vowel sequence and in 3 cases we have witnessed the elision of vowel-
consonant sequence.

2 2 2
1 1 1 1 1
= = 1
bo ya wa qi 7a do eh em

Graph 4. Elision of consonant — vowel and vowel — consonant sequences
The results of this study show that among 184 data, we are faced in 19 cases with vowel
elision, in 11 cases with semi-vowel elision, in 154 cases with consonant elision, in 8 cases
with consonant-vowel sequence elision, and in 3 cases with vowel-consonant sequence
elision.

elision of elision of
semi-vowel 184 consunant- vowel-
elisin vowel consunant
6% consequece consequece

.. 0, 0,
vowel elision 4% 1%

10%

Graph 5. The percentage of phonemes’ elision
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Conclusion

Elision is a phonological process that leads to the loss of some phonemes in the
phonetic chain. This process is very common in the Persian dialect of Rustag. In informal
style, Rustaqg speakers drop some consonants, vowels and semi-vowels in their pronunciation.
In this dialect, the consonants are deleted more rather than vowels and semi-vowels. The
process of elision occurs more in some consonants and less in others. In this dialect, glottal-
fricative consonants /h/ and glottal-plosive /?/ are omitted more than other consonants; but
case of elision in plosive /j/, fricative /z/, bilabial /b/, and plosive /k/ and /g/ are comparatively
less. In the Rastaq dialect, vowels have the most cases of elision after consonants omitting
two short syllables and sometimes a long syllable with a short syllable; vowels causes at the
beginning of the word to become one syllable. Commonly, vowels are omitted from the first
syllable of the root after the attachment prefix /b/, the negation prefix /na-/ and the continuous
prefix /mé/ are joined. The short vowels /o/ and /a/ are more exposed to the elision process
among the vowels. In the Persian dialect of Rustaq city, semi-vowels are sometimes lost. The
cases of elision of semi-vowel /y/ are more rather than semi-vowel /w/. The semi-vowel /y/
elision occurs more from the beginning and end of words, and less from between words. In
the Rastaq dialect, the deletion of the semivowel /w/ occurs in very few cases, also at the end
of the word, and there is no evidence of its deletion at the beginning or middle of the word. In
Rastag Persian dialect, sometimes we face the deletion of vowel-consonant or consonant-
vowel sequences. In this dialect, the deletion of the consonant-vowel sequence is more than
the deletion of the vowel-consonant sequence.

This research has investigated the phoneme elision process in the Rustaq Persian
dialect. During this research, it is found that the process of omitting phonemes in the Persian
dialect of Rustaq happens more. Therefore, more research may be done on the process of
omitting consonants, vowels and semi-vowels in the Persian dialect of Rustaq separately.
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